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Small Actions, Big Results 

     Adam was a brave young man. He began to backpack in poor 

countries when he was 21. When he arrived in India, he was both 

excited and nervous. One day, as he was walking in India, he came 

across a small boy. This boy was begging for money. Adam took pity 

on him. He stopped and asked the boy, “What do you want most in the 

world?” 

     “A pencil,” the boy replied. 

     Adam was surprised. He gave the boy his pencil. Then, a big 

smile appeared on the boy’s face, and he saw hope in the boy’s eyes. 

Later, as Adam continued his travels, he always carried lots of pencils 

and pens. By giving them away, he realized that these small things were 

valuable to some people. When people had pencils and pens, they had 

a chance to learn. 

     A similar story occurred in Taiwan. When Yang Yu-jen learned 

that some poor people in Kenya had no shoes to wear, he became very 

worried. He knew this could cause big problems. Without shoes, these 

people would easily hurt their feet. In addition, some bugs in Kenya 
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would bite people’s feet and live inside them! 

     To help these people, Yang started to ask people in Taiwan to 

donate their shoes. As a result, many Taiwanese people got interested, 

and Yang received about 15,000 pairs of shoes in the first packs. He 

quickly sent them all to Kenya.  

     Adam and Yang are just ordinary people, but they show that 

everyone can make a difference. Even small things or actions can have 

big power. 


